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RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION  

MONROE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ð 2010 UPDATE 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008 as amended, authorizes and empow-

ers counties to make, adopt, amend, extend, add to, or carry out a master plan; and  

 

WHEREAS, according to this Act, a master plan shall guide and accomplish development that is coordinated, 

adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical; shall consider the character of the planning jurisdiction and 

its suitability for particular uses, judged in terms of such factors as trends in land and population development; 

and will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote public health, safety, morals, order, con-

venience, prosperity, and general welfare; and  

 

WHEREAS, according to this Act, a master plan shall address land use and infrastructure issues and may 

project 20 years or more into the future and a master plan shall include maps, plats, charts, and descriptive, 

explanatory, and other related matter and shall show the planning commissionõs recommendations for the 

physical development of the planning jurisdiction; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Monroe County Planning Commission has made careful and comprehensive surveys and stu-

dies of present conditions and future growth within Monroe County with due regard to its relation to neigh-

boring jurisdictions; has consulted with representatives of adjacent local units of government in respect to 

their planning so that conflicts in master plans and zoning may be avoided; has cooperated with all depart-

ments of the state and federal governments and other public agencies concerned with programs for economic, 

social, and physical development within the County; and has sought the maximum coordination of the Coun-

tyõs programs with these agencies; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Monroe County Planning Commission has updated the Master Plan for the county which had 

last been approved in 1985; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Monroe County Comprehensive Plan 2010 Update addresses land use and infrastructure 

issues and projects 20 years into the future and includes maps, plats, charts, and descriptive, explanatory, and 

other related matter and shows the Planning Commissionõs recommendations for the physical development of 

the County; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Monroe County Comprehensive Plan contains recommendations for agricultural preservation, 

industrial and economic development, open space and natural resource protection, community facilities and 

services, transportation and infrastructure development; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Monroe County Planning Commission has sought public input into the planning process and 

has complied with the requirements for public notification, distribution of draft plans, and plan adoption; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Monroe County Planning Commission held an advertised public hearing on the plan on Oc-

tober 14, 2009 to formally receive community input. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Monroe County Planning Commission adopts the Monroe 

County Comprehensive Plan ð 2010 Update together with the future land use map and all other maps and 

descriptive matter contained within, in accordance with Section 43 of Public Act 33 of 2008 as amended. 

 

 

    

 

   October 14, 2009 

 Mary Webb, Chairman date of adoption 

 Monroe County Planning Commisision
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INTRODUCTION 

THE PLANNING PROCESS 
The development of a community plan is a process which involves several steps, 

with the goal being the adoption and implementation of a set of policies and tasks 

to guide future community growth and development.  

The process used to develop this plan involved the following steps:  

1. Data collection and analysis  

This step involves conducting studies, developing reports, updating maps and da-

tabases, and collecting the information necessary to define and document existing 

conditions and trends as they relate to the physical, social, and environmental 

conditions within the county. Individual sections of this present much of this do-

cumentation, including information on geography, history, natural resources, de-

mographics, infrastructure, economy, human and social resources, land ownership 

and land use. 

2. Identification of issues and opportunities  

Based on the information collected, input from citizen planning commissions, and 

on the results of community visioning and public input, a list of specific planning 

concerns and issues were identified. These issues were divided into planning 

components, including: land use, transportation, public utilities, natural resources 

and environment, agriculture, housing, recreation and open space and economic 

development. Along with the identification of issues, or what were perceived as 

problems needing action, there was also an effort made to identify opportunities, 

or areas where existing conditions or trends present a situation favorable for future 

courses of action. 

3. Formulation of goals and objectives  

Goals are statements defining a desired future in a general or philosophical man-

ner, while objectives are more concrete and measurable outcomes. The identifica-

tion of issues and opportunities led into the formulation and refinement of the 

planõs goals and objectives that would be used to guide the more specific plan pol-

icy recommendations. Beginning with an evaluation of the goals and objectives 

from previous planning efforts, the Commission developed overall plan goals as 

well as goals and objectives for each of the individual plan components. 

4. Development of alternative plans and selection of a future land use 

plan 

Perhaps the most important element of this plan is the recommended future land 

use map, which is intended to serve as a basis for the future growth and develop-
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ment of the county, especially as it relates to local planning, zoning and permitting 

of future growth and land use change. The Planning Commission considered vari-

ous alternative future land use maps, and refined and modified these alternatives, 

while assessing their suitability as a means of meeting and implementing the 

planõs goals and objectives, the result being the selected future land use plan.  

5.  Plan adoption and implementation  

The development of this plan would be meaningless without it being adopted and 

implemented. More important than its official adoption, however, is the òbuy inó 

from the public and from public officials. This planning effort is intended to be a 

shared vision of the future, and although it is difficult to create a shared vision 

which completely satisfies all parties involved, it is hoped that this plan and the 

planning process used, has created a roadmap to the future which can be used as a 

basis for decisions involving future growth and development.  

6. Plan review and update  

The final step in the planning process begins upon adoption ð the monitoring and 

review of the plan and its recommendations. As conditions change and unforeseen 

events occur, it will become necessary to update, amend, or re-initiate the plan-

ning process. At least once every five years it will be necessary to review this plan 

and determine whether or not changing circumstances demand amendments to 

the plan or if it is necessary to begin the entire planning process anew. 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY FOR 
PLANNING 
Michigan counties are specifically autho-

rized to develop county plans. Michiganõs 

Planning Enabling Act, Act 33 of 2008, 

authorizes and empowers counties to 

make, adopt, amend, extend, add to, or 

carry out a master plan. According to the 

Act, òa master plan shall address land use 

and infrastructure issues and may project 

20 years or more into the future. A master 

plan shall include maps, plats, charts, and 

descriptive, explanatory, and other related 

matter and shall show the planning com-

missionõs recommendations for the physi-

cal development of the planning jurisdic-

tion.ó The purpose of a master plan is to 

guide and accomplish development òthat 

is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, effi-
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cient, and economical; considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its 

suitability for particular uses, judged in terms of such factors as trends in land and 

population development, and will, in accordance with present and future needs, 

best promote public health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and 

general welfare.ó 

APPROVAL PROCESS 
The Planning Enabling Act provides a required procedure for plan adoption: 

Á After preparing a proposed master plan, the planning commission submits the 

plan to the county board of commissioners for review and comment. The 

process of adopting a plan shall not proceed further unless the county board of 

commissioners approves the distribution of the proposed plan. 

Á If the county board of commissioners approves the distribution of the pro-

posed plan, it shall notify the secretary of the planning commission and the 

secretary shall submit a copy of the proposed plan, for review and comment, to 

the following: 

Á the planning commission of each municipality located within or conti-

guous to the county, 

Á the regional planning commission,  

Á the county planning commission, or if there is no county planning com-

mission, the county board of commissioners, for each county located con-

tiguous to the county, 

Á any public utility or railroad which has registered for this purpose. 

Á After the above entities have had at least 63 days to review and submit com-

ments on the plan, and before approving a proposed master plan, the planning 

commission shall hold not less than 1 public hearing on the proposed master 

plan. 

Á The planning commission shall adopt the plan by a resolution approved by a 

majority of the members of the planning commission. 

Á Following approval of the proposed plan by the county planning commission, 

the secretary of the planning commission shall submit a copy of the proposed 

plan to the county board of commissioners. 

Á Approval of the plan by the planning commission under subsection (1) is the 

final step for adoption of the plan, unless the board of commissioners by reso-

lution has asserted the right to approve or reject the plan. In that case, after 

approval of the plan by the planning commission, the county board of commis-

sioners shall approve or reject the plan. 
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References: 
Michigan Planning Enabling Act · Act 33 of 2008 
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-33-of-2008.pdf 

´Community Planning Principles.µ  2005. Michigan Society of Planning. 
http://www.planningmi.org/resources4560087.asp 

HISTORY OF PLANNING IN MONROE COUNTY 
The update of the Monroe County Comprehensive Plan is the culmination of 

much work and processing of information from many different sources. Over two 

decades of changesñsocial, economic, demographic, and in the infrastructure have 

transpired since the last update. Recommendations have been based on new data, 

and the style, format, and presentation of the plan have been updated, following 

much thought and consideration by the planning staff.  

The Monroe County Board of Supervisors established the Monroe County Region-

al Planning Commission in 1961, and John Knox was hired as Monroe Countyõs 

first Planning Director. In 1964, the first set of quality base maps was completed, 

and in 1965, the first of five preliminary reports entitled Background for Planning 

was published. The single-volume Complan 2000, the first official comprehensive 

plan for Monroe County, was officially adopted in 1967. The planning staff was 

small at that time, so Complan 2000 was prepared by the consult ing firm Parkins, 

Rogers and Associates in conjunction with the staff, the Regional Planning Com-

mission and the Board of Commissioners. Population growth projections of that era 

were based on trends from the postwar baby-boom, and the plan foresaw rapid ur-

banization of the southeast Michigan region.  

The Monroe County Planning Commission was established by the old Monroe 

County Board of Supervisors on August 19, 1968 under the Monroe County Plan-

ning Ordinance, and it was authorized by Governor George Romney. It replaced 

the former Monroe County Regional Planning Commission.  

Ronald F. Nino was hired as Planning Director in 1973, and in 1976, the three-

volume Monroe County Comprehensive General Development Plan 2000 was 

adopted and published, updating Complan 2000. By the mid seventies, planners 

were beginning to recognize the temporary nature of the now-slackened popula-

tion boom, and the new plan reflected a somewhat slower growth pattern, and 

made its land use recommendations accordingly. 

Royce R. Maniko was hired as Planning Director in 1977, and in 1985, the ten-

volume Monroe County Comprehensive Plan: 1985 Update was adopted and pub-

lished. This update of the plan was even more conservative in its growth projec-

tions, but noted that the number of persons per household was shrinking, a trend 

that accelerated the need for new housing units. 
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Monroe County has continued to exhibit growth in the intervening years, particu-

larly in Bedford Township, a bedroom community adjacent to Toledo, the Dundee 

area, which has benefited from the opening in 2000 of the giant outdoor sports re-

tailer Cabelaõs and the subsequent development of the Global Engine plant, the 

northeast corner of the County which has seen migration from the Detroit area, 

and the urbanized area directly surrounding the City of Monroe. 

This document, the Monroe County Comprehensive Plan: 2010 Update brings 

these and hundreds of other factors into focus, providing an adept analysis and 

recommendations for land use, infrastructure, and transportation patterns into the 

future. It will be used as the basis for specific case-related recommendations of the 

Monroe County Planning Commission in the years to come.  

 

References: 
Complan: 2000  Comprehensive Development Plan for Monroe County. August 1967. Monroe County Regional Planning Commission / 
Parkins, Rogers & Associates. 

Monroe County : Year 2000  -- Comprehensive General Development Plan. September 1976. Monroe County Planning Department and 
Commission. 

Monroe County Comprehensive Plan Update. September 1985. Monroe County Planning Department and Commission. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

GEOGRAPHY 
From prehistoric times, to the original French Canadian settlements, to modern, 

industrialized society, the geographical setting of Monroe County and its sur-

roundings have influenced its economy, development patterns, transportation me-

thods, and many other facets of daily life. 

Planning Significance:  

Á Urbanization pressure from Toledo, Detroit, and Ann Arbor presents chal-

lenges for retaining rural character while also providing opportunities for em-

ployment, markets, and culture. 

Á The Great Lakes shoreline provides opportunities for recreation and habitat, 

for industrial development, and for tourism, while also presenting flooding 

concerns. 

LOCATION 
Monroe County is located in the southeastern-most corner of the State of Michi-

gan and boarders the State of Ohio (Lucas County) to the south, Lenawee County 

to the west and Washtenaw and Wayne Counties to the north. The Lake Erie 

shoreline forms the eastern border of the County. 

REGIONAL SETTING  
As part of the southeast Michigan and northwest Ohio region, Monroe County is 

part of a region that is characterized by the Great Lakes, the transportation indus-

try, agricultural production, and midwestern values, among other influences. Mo-

nroe County is considered part of both the Toledo and Detroit metropolitan area. 

The 2000 Census considers portions of northern Monroe County as part of the 

Detroit Urbanized Area, and parts of southern Monroe County as part of the Tole-

do Urbanized Area. In 2000, the City of Monroe and portions of surrounding town-

ships were designated as the Monroe Urbanized Area, the first time Monroe has 

received this designation. 

The Census also considers Monroe County, along with 9 other southeast Michigan 

counties as the Detroit-Ann Arbor-Flint Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical 

Area (CMSA) as well as part of the 6-county Detroit Primary Metropolitan Statis-

tical Area.  
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Monroe County is an active member of both the Southeast Michigan Council of 

Governments (SEMCOG)and the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Govern-

ments (TM ACOG). 

Regional Setting 

INFLUENCES OF SURROUNDING AREAS  
Despite its proximity to the urban centers of Detroit, Ann Arbor and Toledo, Mo-

nroe County has managed to retain a unique identity characterized by a rural land-

scape, historic small and medium sized towns, with a limited amount of suburban 

and commercial development. However, the influence of these three urban cen-

ters can be felt, especially in the border communities of Bedford Township, adja-

cent to Toledo, and Berlin Township, adjacent to the òDownriveró area of the De-

troit area. The Detroit ð Toledo influence is also felt in the major railroads and 

highways that pass through the county in a north-south direction, in the manufac-

turing industries ð primarily related to automotive and steel, and in the energy 



 9 

production (three major power plants are located in the county). Monroe benefits 

from its proximity to the airports in Detroit and Toledo, to the major universities 

and medical centers in the region, and in the employment opportunities that this 

region offers. 

References: 
United States Census Bureau. Census 2000. 
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/maps/ 
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GEOLOGY 
Much of what makes Monroe County unique in terms of land use planning, growth 

and development has its origins millions of years ago when Michiganõs bedrock was 

formed. The landscape was then reshaped in the most recent ice ages and then 

again by the early Great Lakes. 

Planning Signif icance:  

Á Shallow bedrock creates opportunities for mineral resource exploitation, while 

providing challenges for groundwater issues and public health. 

Á The presence of karst formations presents special concerns for development 

and groundwater protection. 

BEDROCK FORMATIONS  
Monroe County is located in the southeast rim of a geological region known as the 

Michigan basin, which, in this area, is characterized by successive bands of sedi-

mentary rock which become relatively younger from the southeast to the north-

west. The county is underlain by Paleozoic rock strata consisting mainly of limes-

tone and dolomite (carbonate rocks) with some sandstone and shale.  

Bedrock Geology of Monroe County 
source: Mozola, 1970 
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The bedrock surface tilts slightly to the northwest, and is topographically irregular, 

with many valleys and ridges. Throughout much of the county the bedrock is with-

in 10 or 20 feet of the surface, and in a few locations the rock is exposed. In gener-

al, the depth to bedrock increases in a southeast to northwest direction, with 

much of Milan Township containing over 100 feet of unconsolidated materials 

(overburden) between the surface and the bedrock. 

Depth to Bedrock 
source: Mozola, 1970 

In the areas of the county where the bedrock is close to the surface, several of the 

formations have proven economically useful. No metallic minerals are present, but 

the Dundee Limestone has proven useful for cement production and the Sylvania 

Sandstone for high quality glass manufacturing. Many quarries have operated over 

the years for the production of building materials, including cut stone and crushed 

aggregate. Oil and gas wells have been drilled in the area with very limited 

amounts of economic success. Perhaps the most important resource extracted from 

the subsurface in Monroe County is the groundwater, which is usually easily ob-

tained from the porous and fractured bedrock. 
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KARST  
In some areas of Monroe County, the underlying carbonate rocks have dissolved as 

a result of contact with mildly acidic water, forming what is known as Karst. Karst 

landforms present a variety of unique challenges in planning, as the presence of 

these underground voids can lead to sinkholes, caves, and other unstable, and 

sometimes changing, surface topography. Karst formations may also have serious 

impacts on groundwater quality and quantities, as the dissolved rock may create 

direct conduits between the surface and underground water, providing a potential 

pathway for the pollution of drinking water sources. 

Known and Suspected Sinkholes 
source: Monroe County Planning Dept. 

Due to the hidden nature of karst, it is difficult to be certain exactly where in the 

county these formations exist. However, karst sinkholes have been found in many 

areas of Whiteford Township, as well in other locations. A unique karst feature 

known as the Great Sulfur Spring is located in the Erie Marsh, which is a tufa 

mound spring fed from the karstic bedrock aquifer. 
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GLACIAL GEOLOGY  
Almost the entire State of Michigan is covered by glacially deposited material, 

known as glacial drift. Although many parts of the state have complex hills, ridges, 

and valleys which were the result of glacial features such as moraines, eskers, and 

kames, Monroe County owes its general lack of topographic relief to ancient lake 

beds. The bedrock in Monroe is, in general, directly overlain by a layer of clay till, 

deposited as a till plain by receding glaciers. This till layer is, in turn, overlain by 

glacial lake bed sediments, composed of various textures, but primarily lake plain 

clay and lake plain sand. Beach ridges, deposited as ancient Lake Erie successively 

rose and fell over time, left long sandy ridges in the western half of the county 

running roughly parallel to the present shoreline.  

Glacial Deposits 
source:  Michigan Natural Features Inventory & Michigan DNR  
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In general, the glacial deposits in Monroe County are fairly thin when compared to 

much of the lower peninsula, where there may be several hundred feet of material. 

The thickness of glacial deposits in Monroe varies from none (rock outcroppings) 

in Stony Point and other scattered locations to over 150 feet in Milan Township. 

This thin drift layer has proved useful for stone quarrying, but can occasionally be 

troublesome for the construction of underground sewer and water lines. The ma-

jority of water wells in Monroe County are in bedrock, with the clay till layers pro-

viding a degree of protection from the more easily contaminated perched ground 

water that exists within the overlying drift.  

Although some sandy deposits have been mined commercially, there are no eco-

nomically significant deposits of glacial materials such as gravel or sand, in Monroe 

County, unlike many areas of Michigan where there are ample supplies of this type 

of aggregate. Much of the stone for road beds and other construction in the area is 

derived from crushed stone.  

References: 

Sherzer, W. H. 1900. Geological Report on Monroe County Michigan. Volume VII of Geological Survey of Michigan - Lower Peninsula · 
1896-1900. Michigan Board of Geological Survey. 

Mozola, A.J. 1970. Geology for Environmental Planning in Monroe County. Michigan Geological Survey Division Report of Investigation 
13.  

Nicholas, J.R., G.L. Rowe, and J.R. Brannen. 1996. Hydrology, Water Quality, and Effects of Drought in Monroe County, Michigan. U.S. 
Geological Survey - Water Resources Investigations Report 94-4161. 

 

SOILS 
The soils of Monroe County have been extensively studied and mapped, and de-

tailed information is available on the various properties of the different types of 

soils found in the county. In different areas of the county the soils will provide 

unique sets of opportunities and limitations for such uses as agriculture, forestry, 

building site development, on-site waste water disposal, and road construction.  

Planning Significance:  

Á Especially productive farmland soils are present in Monroe County, although, 

in general, subsurface drainage is necessary to prevent wetness. The band of 

sandier soils which runs north-south in the western part of the county is less 

productive for agriculture but contains some of the counties most important 

forest lands. 

Á Widespread areas of poorly drained soils present limitations for urban devel-

opment and the use of septic systems for waste water disposal. 
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The soils of Monroe County range from well drained sandy soils to very poorly 

drained clay and silt soils. Most soils are nearly level and either lake plain soils or 

outwash plains. A large percentage of the soils are considered either prime farm  

General Soil Map 
source: USDA Monroe County Soil Survey (1981) 

land soils or soils of local importance. òPrime farmlandó those areas with soils con-

sidered by the USDA as having the best combination of physical and chemical 

properties for producing food, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops. In addition to prime 

farmland, state and local soil conservation agencies have identified òfarmlands of 

local importanceó which are considered nearly as productive as prime farmland. In 

Monroe County, the farmlands of local importance are generally sandier soils 

which have especially high potential for the production of vegetable and other 

specialty crops.  
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Many areas within Monroe County have severe limitation for development due to 

poor drainage. In the past the County Sanitary Code prevented development or 

required large lots in areas with soils with low permeability. Both the expansion of 

areas served by sanitary sewers and the development of mounded or alternative 

septic system designs have resulted in more development in areas which were 

once seen as unsuitable.  

Important Farmlands 
source: USDA Monroe County Soil Survey (1981) & Natural Resource Conservation Service 

References: 
Bowman, William. 1981. Soil Survey of Monroe County, Michigan. US Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service. 

 

TOPOGRAPHY, DRAINAGE AND FLOOD ZONES 
Monroe County is a fairly level area of former lake bottom and glacial outwash 

plains. The topography of the county, along its Lake Erie shoreline, the presence 

of the lower portion of many rivers and streams, and poorly drained soils, makes 

the county particularly flood prone.  

Planning Signif icance:  
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Á Flood plains are, in general, poorly suited for urban development due to the 

risk to life and property. 

Á Stream courses and their associated flood plains provide the county with a 

network of corridors potentially well suited for open space, natural habitat, 

and outdoor recreation. 

The surface elevation in Monroe County ranges from a high point of 734 feet 

about sea level in the northwest corner of Milan Township to the Lake Erie shore-

line which has a mean elevation of 570 feet. The county is relatively flat, with a 

gentle slope from west to east. Almost all of the watercourses in the county flow 

from the west or northwest to the east or southeast.  

Surface Elevation 
source: 2005 Digital Elevation Model 
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Drainage Patterns 
source: Michigan Geographic Information Center 

The Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) has mapped the 

presence of flood hazard zones in Monroe County. For flood insurance purposes, 

the county has been mapped and divided into different flood hazard areas based 

on the frequency or probability of flooding. The 100 year flood zones have a 1% 

chance of flooding in any given year, while the 500 year flood zones have a 0.2% 

chance. The mapped floodways are the areas most severely affected by flooding 

and tend to contain high velocity waters during flood events. 
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Flood Zones 
Source: FEMA Flood Insurance Program, Q3 FIRM Maps 
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NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 
Monroe County has a wide diversity of natural habitats which contain an equally 

wide diversity of plants and animals. The Lake Erie coast, the River Raisin and 

other water bodies and their associated watersheds, and the underground aquifers 

of the region provide the county with a unique set of resources with unique oppor-

tunities and challenges. 

Planning Significance:  

Á Historically, the settlement of Monroe County has introduced change to both 

upland and lowland natural habitats, with the few remaining intact natural 

areas being of increased significance. 

Á Past practices regarding waste disposal, soil erosion, shoreline alterations, and 

wetland filling have resulted in the need for remedial action and restoration. 

Á Existing natural areas vary in their importance due to their rarity, species di-

versity, level of disturbance, size, function, and other factors. Efforts can be 

taken to prioritize natural areas based on their importance. 

Á A healthy natural environment, including clean air and water, is essential to 

life. The presence of natural areas and intact biological communities adds to 

the countyõs value as a place to live and can have a significant impact on at-

tracting visitors.  

Á The presence of invasive species has had a significant impact on natural com-

munities. The control of invasive species and the restoration of natural areas 

would help protect the areaõs biodiversity. 

The combination of its rivers and waterways, its Great Lakes coast, its soils and 

bedrock, and its climate and geography gives Monroe County a unique combina-

tion of plants and animals. The health of these natural communities affects the 

quality of life for the human community. And our impact on the land, air and water 

affects the quality of the natural communities. 

VEGETATION 
Prior to 1800, Monroe County contained a diverse mosaic of plant communities. 

Much of the area was forested with both upland and lowland forest types, but sig-

nificant areas were covered by grasslands, savannahs, and marshland. Today, there 

are only a few scattered remnants of the large prairies and oak openings that once 

existed and which have become increasingly rare throughout the region. Likewise, 

the vast coastal wetlands that once existed have been significantly reduced. More 

common are the forested areas, although even forested land has mostly scattered, 

fragmented woodlots rather than large, unbroken areas of natural habitat. The 
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largest intact woodlands are located in the western part of the county in areas with 

sandy, well drained soils. Significant areas of floodplain forests exist along some of 

the major rivers and streams, particularly the Saline River, the Macon River, Stony 

Creek, the River Raisin and the Huron River. Although there is limited forest and 

woodlot management, forestry is not considered an important economic activity. 

Presettlement Vegetation  (c. 1800) 
source: Michigan Natural Features Inventory  

The wildlife of the area includes deer, rabbit, fox, muskrat, coyote, squirrel, rac-

coon, opossum, and a variety of other small mammals. Hunting is enjoyed primarily 

on private lands and within the three state game areas (Pte. Mouillee, Erie, and 

Petersburg). Monroe Countyõs shoreline has always been an important destination 

for waterfowl hunting.  

As well as waterfowl, Monroe County also provides important habitat for resident 

and migratory songbirds, birds of prey, shorebirds, and other types of birds. Wood-

lots, coastal wetlands, floodplain forests, and open fields present diverse habitat 

which makes Monroe County a destination for birders and others interested in the 

diversity of wildlife, which also includes reptiles, amphibians, mollusks, butter-

flies, and other insects. 


































































































































































































































































































































































