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S u b j e c t : USE OF FORCE E f f e c t i v e  D a t e :
Non-Lethal Force-Chemical Aerosol
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Issued By: Daniel L. Sullivan, Chief Judge Circuit Court
Terrence P. Bronson, Chief Judge District Court
Joseph A. Costello, Jr., Judge Probate Court

PURPOSE

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  C o u r t  p o l i c y  i n
r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  n o n - l e t h a l  f o r c e . I t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o
e s t a b l i s h  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  w h a t  w e a p o n s  a n d  t a c t i c s  m a y  b e  u s e d  b y
the designated employees of the Court. The policy establishes
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  i n j u r i e s  o r  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  o f
i n j u r i e s .

POLICY

T h e  u s e  o f  n o n - l e t h a l  f o r c e  s h a l l  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s
a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w . T h e  u s e  o f  n o n - l e t h a l  f o r c e  i s  i n t e n d e d
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  s i t u a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  u n a r m e d  c i t i z e n s .

1 . DEFINITIONS:

A. N o n - l e t h a l  F o r c e : That amount of force which when used
i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e s u l t  i n  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h .

B. Reasonable Force: W h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  r e a s o n a b l e  f o r c e
d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  f a c t s  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e . The reasonableness
o f  t h e  f o r c e  u s e d  m u s t  b e  j u d g e d  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s
they appeared to the designated employee at  the t ime he/she acted.
R e a s o n a b l e  f o r c e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h a t  f o r c e  w h i c h  a n
o r d i n a r i l y  p r u d e n t  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  p e r s o n ,  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  k n o w l e d g e
and exper ience, a n d  i n  t h e  s a m e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e
designated employee would have deemed necessary under the
ci rcumstances.

C. Non-lethal Weapon: F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  a  n o n -
lethal weapon is a chemical agent dispensed on persons for
p u r p o s e s  o f  s u b d u i n g  a  s u b j e c t  i n  a  n o n - l e t h a l  m e t h o d  i n
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  s e c t i o n s  2 A  t h r o u g h  2C.

2 . AUTHORIZED USE ON NON-LETHAL FORCE:

A. N o n - l e t h a l  f o r c e  m a y  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i t u a t i o n s
a n d  w h e n  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  o r  h a v e  f a i l e d .

1. I n  s e l f - d e f e n s e  o r  d e f e n s e  o f  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n .

2 . T o  p r e v e n t  a  p e r s o n  f r o m  i n j u r i n g  h i m  o r  h e r s e l f .

3 . A g a i n s t  p e r s o n s  c r e a t i n g  a  p u b l i c  d i s t u r b a n c e  i n
o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  p u b l i c  o r d e r .
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4 .

l
an employee.

A g a i n s t  a n i m a l s  m e n a c i n g  o r  a t t a c k i n g  a  c i t i z e n  o r

B. Designated employees shall  only use the degree of force
t h e y  r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .
F a c t o r s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  f o r c e  t o  b e
used are:

1. P h y s i c a l  s i z e , strength and weaponry of the
person(s) as compared to the employee(s).

2 . N a t u r e  o f  t h e  e n c o u n t e r .

3 . A c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ( s ) .

4 .
up,

E x i g e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i . e . ,  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  b a c k -
number of  persons involved.

C. A n y  t a c t i c  t h a t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  c a u s e  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  o r
death, such as “Choke Holds”
f o r c e  s i t u a t i o n .

,  m a y  n o t  b e  u s e d  i n  a  n o n - l e t h a l

D. T h e  C h e m i c a l  S p r a y  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d i s c h a r g e d  i f  a  C o u r t
e m p l o y e e  i s  a w a r e  t h a t  a n  i n f a n t  o f  a  p e r s o n  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a
r e s p i r a t o r y  d i s o r d e r  i s  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y Such persons
h a v e  e s p e c i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  r e s p i r a t o r y  s y s t e m s  a n d ’ t h e  u s e  o f  t h e
chemical spray may cause an unintended injury.

3 . NON-LETHAL WEAPONS:

A. E f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  t h e  c h e m i c a l  a g e n t  “ F R E E Z E ” ,  o r
i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ,
weapon.

i s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  n o n - l e t h a l
T h i s  d e v i c e  i s  a  w e a p o n ,

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y .
and as such shall  not be used

I t s  u s e  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y
o f  i n j u r y  t o  b o t h  t h e  o f f e n d e r  a n d  t o  t h e  e m p l o y e e .

1 .
i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ,

Designated employees who are issued “FREEZE” or

h o l s t e r .
w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c a r r y  i t  i n  t h e  a p p r o v e d

2 .
i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ,

D e s i g n a t e d  e m p l o y e e s  s h o u l d  c a r r y  t h e  “ F R E E Z E ”  o r

chemical agent.
u n i t  i n  t h e i r  w e a k  h a n d  w h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  usin;  t h e

3 .
u s e  o f  ”

D e s i g n a t e d  e m p l o y e e s  s h a l l  b e  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  p r o p e r
FREEZE” as manufactured by Aerko International

Lauderdale,
to them.

F l o r i d a ,  o r  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ,  p r i o r  t o  i t  beln~“~~sued

B. A “Use of Chemical Irritant Report” must be completed
whenever a designated employee uses a chemical  agent. T h i s  r e p o r t

l
w i l l  b e  f i l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o u r t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o r  D i r e c t o r .

C . E m p l o y e e s  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  c a r r y i n g  o r  u s i n g  a  n o n -
lethal  weapon that has not been approved by the Court .
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D. T h e  a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  o f  t h e  c h e m i c a l  a g e n t II F r e e z e ”  o r
its equivalent,  wil l  be granted by and for the Judges to their
designated employees.
e q u i v a l e n t ,

T h e  a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  o f  “Freeze”  o r  i t s

premises.
w i l l  b e  o n l y  d u r i n g  C o u r t  h o u r s  a n d ‘ o n l y  in  C o u r t

T h e  c h e m i c a l  a g e n t  “Freeze”
cannisters  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the

o r  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t
a s s i g n e d  C o u r t  phemises.

4 . MEDICAL TREATMENT:

A. General : A l l  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  b e  a l e r t  t o  a n y  i n j u r y  o r
c o m p l a i n t  o f  i n j u r y  o c c u r r i n g  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  n o n - l e t h a l
f o r c e . A n y  v i s i b l e  i n j u r y  o r  c o m p l a i n t  o f  i n j u r y  s h a l l  r e s u l t  i n
t h e  i n j u r e d  s u b j e c t  b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  a  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y
e x a m i n e d  a n d / o r  t r e a t e d  b y  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  m e d i c a l  s t a f f .

5 . Treatment After Exposure to Chemical Agent:

1 .
a r e a s ,

The person should be warned not to rub affected
s i n c e  r u b b i n g  a f t e r  e x p o s u r e  w i l l  o n l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e

i r r i t a t i o n .

2 .
small room,

If the agent is  used in an enclosed area such as a
o p e n  a l l  w i n d o w s  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  a r e a  t o  v e n t i l a t e .

3 . A r e a s  o f  t h e  b o d y  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  l i q u i d  w i l l  b e
f l u s h e d  w i t h  w a t e r  a s  s o o n  a s  p r a c t i c a l  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x p o s u r e  t o
the Chemical Spray.

4 .
o i l s  b e

U n d e r  n o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s h o u l d  s a l v e s  g r e a s e s  o r
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a s  b y  C o u r t  personnel.

w i l l  o n l y  t r a p  t h e  i r r i t a n t  t o  t h e  s k i n .
T h i s

5 .  I f  the l iquid has stuck to the clothing of the
p e r s o n  a n d  t h a t  p e r s o n  i s  t o  b e  i n c a r c e r a t e d ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l
b e  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h o w e r  a n d  w i l l  b e  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  j a i l
c l o t h i n g  t o  r e p l a c e  h i s / h e r  o w n  c l o t h i n g .

6 . A f t e r  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  C h e m i c a l  S p r a y  t h e  s u b j e c t
w i l l  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  o b s e r v e d  a n d  i n t e r v i e w e d  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  m i n u t e s
a f t e r  e x p o s u r e .

t h e  C o u r t  emplo&e  t o  o b s e r v e  a n y  o b v i o u s  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  c o u l d
T h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r v i e w  s h o u l d  a l l o w

develop. T h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r v i e w  s h a l l  b e  l i s t e d  o n  t h e
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t .

b . I f  t r e a t m e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  w a r r a n t e d  o r  t h e
person requests treatment,
f a c i l i t y  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n .

t h e  p e r s o n  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a  m e d i c a l

5 . TRAINING:

A.
form.

I s s u a n c e  a n d  r e v i e w  o f  C o u r t  p o l i c y  a n d  u s e  o f  f o r c e



x, .

. ’

NON-LETHAL FORCE (4)

B. C h e m i c a l  A g e n t  D e s c r i p t i o n :

1. 2  o z .  C a n n i s t e r : T h e  c a n n i s t e r  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  5 0
o n e - s e c o n d  b u r s t s  o r  o n e  50-second  b u r s t . I t  h a s  a n  a c c u r a t e
range of  up to 12 feet .

2 .  P r o p e l l a n t  u s e d  i s  a  l i q u i d  t h a t  v a p o r i z e s  a s  t h e
v o l u m e  o f  t h e  c o n t a i n e r  d e c r e a s e s ;  7 0  p s i . Blend of halogenated
h y d r o c a r b o n s ,  a l c o h o l s , and ketones pressurized with isobutane.

3. C a p  i s  d e s i g n e d  s o  t h a t  i t  c a n ’ t  b e  p u l l e d  o f f .
T h e  l i n i n g  i s  m a d e  o f  e p o x y  a n d  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  h o l d  u p  f o r  t h e
l i f e  o f  t h e  c o n t a i n e r .

4 . I t  i s  n o n - f l a m m a b l e .

5 . Ingredients: O r t h o c h l o r o b e n z a l m a l o n o n i t r i l e  [ C S ]
1 %; w h i c h  i s  t e n  t i m e s  a s  p o w e r f u l  a s  t h e  o l d  C N . It is an
i r r i t a n t .

6 . Oleoresin Capsicum [OC] 1%; which is a derivat ive
of cayenne pepper. 30 t o  5 0  t i m e s  h o t t e r  t h a t  j a l a p e n o s . It is
a n  i n f l a m m a t o r y .

7 . U l t r a v i o l e t  m a r k i n g  d y e ; can be detected under UV

0

l i g h t  f o r  u p  t o  4 8  h o u r s . It cannot be washed off.

8 . Effects: Generally these symptoms wil l  occur even
i f  t h e  s u b j e c t  t r i e s  t o  c o v e r  h i s  f a c e  w i t h  h i s  h a n d s  o r  h o l d s  h i s
breath;  however, some tests have shown that the spray was less
e f f e c t i v e  o n  s u b j e c t s  w e a r i n g  g o g g l e s .

9 . Reactions: R e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  a g e n t  i s  a l m o s t
i n s t a n t a n e o u s  a n d  c a n  c o n s i s t  o f :

b:
S e v e r e  b u r n i n g  s e n s a t i o n  t o  t h e  s k i n  a p p l i e d .
T e a r i n g  a n d  i n v o l u n t a r y  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  e y e s .

  d:
Mucous drainage from the nose.
T i g h t n e s s  i n  c h e s t  a n d  d i f f i c u l t y  b r e a t h i n g .

f.
A  s e n s e  o f  p a n i c  s e t s  i n .
E f f e c t s  d i s a p p e a r  g r a d u a l l y ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h i n
2 0 - 3 0  m i n u t e s .

g. E f f e c t s  a r e  s i m i l a r  o n  a n i m a l s .

C. A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h e m i c a l  A g e n t

1 . T h e  c a n n i s t e r  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n  t h e  n o n - s h o o t i n g
h a n d  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  u s e  p r i o r  t o  a n  a s s a u l t  o c c u r r i n g ,
i f  p o s s i b l e .

2 . The f ingers are wrapped around the cannister and

l t h e  t h u m b  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  c o n c a v e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t u a t o r  ( b u t t o n ) .
The thumb is depressed, c a u s i n g  t h e  l i q u i d  s t r e a m  t o  d i s c h a r g e .

3 . P o i n t  o f  a i m  i s  t h e  f a c e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  n o s e ,
mouth, and eyes. C o n t i n u e  s p r a y i n g  u n t i l  t h e  s u b j e c t  s t o p s
r e s i s t i n g .

Peggy Tyniw
 

Peggy Tyniw
a.

Peggy Tyniw
c.

Peggy Tyniw
 e.

Peggy Tyniw
 

Peggy Tyniw
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4 . Spraying Techniques:
S h o o t ;  b e s t  w i t h  l i q u i d  s t r e a m ,

S i n g l e  S u b j e c t  - P o i n t  a n d

motion. M u l t i p l e  S u b j e c t s  -
u s i n g  c i r c u l a r  a n d  v e r t i c a l

s p r a y i n g  m o t i o n .
P o i n t  a n d  S h o o t ;  u s i n g  l a t e r a l

5 . A f t e r  s p r a y i n g , s t a n d  b a c k  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  a g e n t  t o
t a k e  e f f e c t  ( a p r o x .  2 - 5  s e c o n d s ) ,
w a n t  h i m / h e r  t o  d o .

and advise the subject what you

6 .
s t r i k e ,

E m p l o y  o t h e r  c o n t r o l  t e c h n i q u e s  ( h a n d c u f f i n g ,  k n e e
a n g l e  k i c k , t a k e  d o w n )  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .

a . U s e  c a u t i o n  w h e n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  s u s p e c t  s o
not to become contaminated with residuals.

b . Use caution after  the suspect has been sprayed
a s  h e / s h e  m a y  f a l l  w h e n  p a n i c  s e t s  i n .

7 . Decontamination Process: A l l o w  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o
s t a n d  f a c i n g  i n t o  t h e  w i n d  a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  u n d e r  c o n t r o l .
windows to help the subject  recover,

Open all

becoming contaminated.
w h i l e  b e i n g  c a r e f u l  t o  a v o i d

F l u s h  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a  w i t h  c o o l  w a t e r .

D .  O t h e r  P r e c a u t i o n s :

1.
outdoors.

Chemical Spray should be tested every two months
E x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  i s  o n  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  c a n n i s t e r .

2 . C h e m i c a l  S p r a y  i s  i s s u e d  a n d  t u r n e d  i n  b y  a n d  t o
t h e  C o u r t  e m p l o y e e ’ s  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s o r .

E. V i d e o  O h i o  H i g h w a y  P a t r o l .

F. Q u e s t i o n s / D i s c u s s i o n  ( T h i s  i s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  w e a p o n ,  n o t
a repl acement).

G. W r i t t e n  T e s t .

H. V o l u n t e e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .

I . I s s u a n c e  o f  c a n n i s t e r  a n d  c a r r i e r .

6 . REVIEW of NON-LETHAI FORCE POLICY: T h e  t h r e e  ( 3 )  C h i e f
Judges of Monroe County are responsible for  the review and
r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  a s  n e e d e d .

DANIEL L. SULLIVAN
C h i e f  J u d g e  C i r c u i t  C o u r t

TERRENCE P. BRONSON

Judge Probate Court
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HON. TERRFNcE  P. BRoNSON
Chief Disbict  Judge

HON. PAUL E BRAUNLICH
District  Judge

HON. PATRICIA CC6TELLO

a District  Judge

NANCY A. JACKSON
Did&t  Court Clerk

(313) x3-7a30
GREGORY P. SIMONTON

alkf Probation officer
JxAINELSuL.FARO

senior Probath  officer
STATE OF MICHIGAN

DISTRICT COURT - FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PROBATION DEPORTMENT

Monroe county
106 East  First Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161

(313) 243-7X8.  FAX (313) 243-7104

December 8, 1993

COURT POLICY AND PROCEDURE DIRECTIVE 1993-001 ADDENDUM

Condition 3(E) is added as follows: E.
or its equivalent,

The authorized use of "Freeze",

Officers
will be allowed off the Court premises by Probation

conducting Court business.

Approved by:

J- +?dw
Terrence P. Bronson,

bee 9.  /??3
Chief Judge District Court

Jd'seph A. Costello, Jr., Judge Probate Court




