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From the Director
By John Gibney

Volunteers Are Wanted!

You see the above phrase on all sorts of
18th and 19th Century broadsides asking
for young men to step forward and defend
their country in times of crisis. A newly
inaugurated Abraham Lincoln asked for
volunteers to help save the Union. I
certainly remember a forever young John
Kennedy and his famous request to “ask
not what your country can do for you, ask
what you can do for your country.

History surely repeats itself. On this past
Tuesday, we heard the call again from our
new president. And I am receiving reports
from all around the county and other parts
of the state that young people are coming
forward to do some kind of community
service.

Your Monroe County Museums can sure
use some of that inspired help. Whether it
is washing windows, shoveling mulch,
sewing clothing, giving docent tours,
firing and cleaning muskets, or helping to
park cars during events, WE NEED
HELP!

Getting volunteers to help us with a
reduced staff and increasing hours will be
our main objective for the year. Having a
solid volunteer force in place for the
coming Bicentennial and Sesquicentennial
events is of paramount importance to our
success in the coming years.

As you read this wonderful new edition of
our newsletter please take our request to
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heart. Even if you can only help out once
a month or once a year,

Volunteers Are Wanted!

Brigadier General Joseph Rowe
Smith

By David Ingall

Joseph Rowe Smith was born on Sept.
8, 1802 at Stillwater, New York. He
graduated from the United States Military
Academy at West Point in July 1823,
becoming a
second lieutenant in the Second Infantry.
He was stationed at Fort Mackinac and
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan until 1835.

Joseph married Juliet DeHart, and they
had five children. Son, Brigadier General
Joseph Rowe Smith Jr. was Surgeon
General, Medical Director of the Seventh
Army Corps and confidant of President
Abraham Lincoln. Younger son,
Lieutenant Colonel Henry W. Smith

served as assistant adjutant general during
the Civil War and also was involved in the
arrest of the Lincoln conspirators.

In 1832 Lieutenant Smith took a
detachment of troops from Buffalo, New
York to Fort Dearborn, near present day
Chicago, to fight in the Black Hawk War.
The war soon ended and he witnessed the
treaty signing with Chief Black Hawk.
Joseph served as adjutant from 1835-1838.
In 1835 he was sent to survey the Florida
coastline when the Seminole War started
in which he fought.

When the Mexican War broke out in
1846 Joseph was captain in the Second
Infantry that was part of General Winfield
Scott’s Army in Mexico. He participated
in the Battle of Ceno Gordo in which he
was brevetted a major for gallantry. In the
Battle of Cherrobusco on August 20, 1847
he was twice seriously wounded through
the thigh and left elbow. In the
commanding general’s official report,
Joseph was mentioned as “particularly
deserving praise” and was brevetted
lieutenant colonel. His wounds disabled
him for active service, and he lost the use
of his left arm. He was made a full major
in 1851. Joseph and his family made
Monroe, Michigan their home in 1854,
and in 1861 he was placed on the army’s
retired list for “wounds received in battle.”

When the Civil War began in 1861
Joseph came out of retirement and offered
his services as drillmaster of Company A,
Fourth Michigan Infantry. They named
themselves the “Smith Guards” in his
honor. In June 1862 he became the
military commander and chief mustering
officer of the State of Michigan. In this
position he mustered into service almost
all the regiments from Michigan. Later
on, due to his failing health, his duties
were lessened, and he became assistant
commissary of musters. In recognition of
his service, Joseph was brevetted brigadier
general on April 9, 1865.
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General Joseph Smith died in Monroe
on September 3, 1868 and was buried in
Woodland Cemetery. The Monroe Grand
Army of the Republic Post honored him
by naming itself the “Smith Post”.

Sources:
Bottom, Ray. Monroe County’s Other
Generals. Monroe: Monroe Guardian,
2004.

Monroe County Historical Museum
Archives

Tomaszewski, Elisa. “Monroe countians
also answered call for war with Mexico”,
Monroe Evening News, May 8, 1994.
Monroe County Historical Museum.
Monroe.

“Unveiling Ceremonies of Smith
Memorial Windows at Trinity Episcopal
Church”, The Record Commercial,
September 22, 1910. Monroe County
Historical Museum. Monroe.

Women Philanthropists From
Monroe’s History

By Chris Kull, Archivist

Last fall I had the honor of
working with Marji McIntyre and
members of the Community Foundation of
Monroe County who want to get women
involved with philanthropic activities in
Monroe County. My assignment was to
find women from the county who have
given to their communities. This month I
am highlighting 3 of the 15 women from
Monroe County’s past who went above
and beyond for their community. These 3
also were members of the Monroe County
Historical Society and 2 were very active
with the museum.

Florence Ames – (Monroe) 1895-1985.
One of the first pediatricians and female
doctors. One of the organizers of the first

Mercy Hospital in 1929. “Dr. Ames was
revered for her work as an old-fashioned
family physician.” [From obituary.] She
served 3 or 4 generations of the same
families. Upon retirement she had
delivered more than 2,600 babies. One of
Monroe’s first pediatricians, she was also
one of the community’s first female
doctors. She was on the staffs of both
Mercy & Memorial Hospitals. She earned
her medical degree in 1921 from Rush
Medical College of the University of
Chicago. In 1971 she was honored by the
University of Chicago Medical
Department for 50 years of service.
Member of 1st Presbyterian Church, DAR,
Eastern Star, BPW – she was the BPW
Woman of the Year in 1971.

Marian Childs- (Monroe) ca. 1905-2006.
An artist, one of the organizers of Thrift
Shop, member of AAUW, Monroe Arts &
Crafts League, involved with organization
of MCCC, member Monroe County
Historical Society, Planned Parenthood,
Monroe Senior Citizens, Monroe County
Chapter of Michigan Crippled Children &
Adults Organization, Monroe City-County
Fine Arts, and she conducted interviews
with county residents in the 1950’s for the
Monroe County Library System, which are
an excellent source of local history. In
1966 she had a one-woman exhibition at
the Toledo Museum of Art.

Virginia Covington – (Monroe) 1903-
1981. She & her husband organized the
Carey Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1925. She was a
member of the American Cancer Society,
Citizens Concern Club, Camp Fire,
founded & organized Bethune Community
Club, member of the historical
commission, served on the YMCA board,
worthy matron of Eastern Star, member of
Daughters of Isis. “She was an energetic
person and one of the leaders of the Black
Community, and was well-respected by
everyone.” [Quote of Sam Mignano in her
obituary.]
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Eye on Education
By Lynn W. Reaume

Teachers and educators, consider
booking a visit to the Museum -or several
of our sites. We offer presentations and
tours to fit your time schedule and
interests for your class. Most tours or
presentations will take 1 to ½ hours per
site, but can be adjusted to your time
frame. There are several city and county
parks for lunch use. These tours are of no
cost to the group, though donations are
accepted and welcomed. We want you to
use the museum as a social studies and
history resource!

At the main Museum we have
presentations on: Woodland Native
Americans (very hands on); the Early
French pioneers and Frenchtown culture;
the American Civil War; our military
exhibit (discussion on multiple wars); and
General George A. Custer, his family and
life.
At the River Raisin Battlefield Visitor
Center we focus on the War of 1812, the
battles of the River Raisin in 1813, and the
subsequent massacre of American troops
here at Frenchtown. It includes a hands-on
portion, and a viewing of our fiber-optic
map interpretation of the battles.
When the weather gets warmer, bring your
group to the Navarre-Anderson Trading
Post, set in an authentic 1789 building.
Here we talk about the North American
Fur Trade, the typical French-Canadian
building structure, and what a French
“ribbon farm” was like, using the whole
outdoor site.
In conjunction with the Trading Post, we
also can visit the Martha Barker Country
Store, which is a whole building exhibit of
the typical rural country store of the early
1900’s. The red brick building was
actually built as a rural one-room
schoolhouse!
At your request, your group can purchase
candy from our candy counter in the store.

Call me to reserve a day and time: Lynn
Reaume 734 243 7784 (voice) or e-mail:
lynn_reaume@monroemi.org

Other options: the museum has FREE
educational kits on a variety of subjects for
your in-classroom use: the Toledo War,
the Underground Railroad & Slavery, the
Union Civil War Soldier, Monroe County
maps, Native Americans, One-Room
Schoolhouse, and more. Many contain
hands-on items, suggested uses for the kit
materials, and background information.
Call for availability, check in and out
dates, and stop by and pick one up!

Michigan Week includes the week of May
18-22 this year; a great time for end of the
year history trips! Let me know your
plans.

Historic Fort Wayne
By Shawna Mazur & David Jamroz

Photo courtesy of Dave Jamroz

From lft to rt (front row): James Conway-Fort
Wayne project manager, author; Chris Kull-
museum archivist; Chuck Estep-ISD; Thom
Berlucchi-Fort Wayne coalition chairman;

(back row): Tom Schulte-museum volunteer;
Shawna Mazur-museum staff
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On a beautiful snowy day in December
a group of us went on a tour of a 165 year
old fort. We didn’t have to travel
hundreds of miles to get to it though. In
fact, it’s in our own backyard! If you
haven’t had the opportunity to visit
Historic Fort Wayne in Detroit, you need
to make it a top priority.

The origins of the fort can be traced to
the Canadian Patriot War of the 1830’s. In
1838, a number of battles broke out along
the Canadian side of the Detroit River with
private American citizens supporting the
Canadian rebels, and sometimes fighting
alongside them, against the British
provincial government. The actions of the
American citizens attracted the attention of
the British military who responded by
placing a garrison at Fort Malden in
Amherstburg, Ontario, near Detroit.
Detroiters realized their precarious
position currently having no fort to defend
them. Detroit’s prior fortifications had
been torn down decades earlier. Thus, the
citizen’s petitioned Congress to have a
new fort built. Congress responded by
authorizing construction of a fort at
Detroit to serve as a defensive fortification
between the U.S. and Canadian border.

The site chosen for the fort was a
narrow point on the Detroit River, three
miles west of the city. It was designed by
Lieutenant Montgomery Meigs in 1843.
Meigs, a West Point trained engineer,
decided upon a four-cornered star fort
based upon the concept of the French
military engineer Sebastian Vauban. The
fort was constructed from 1843 – 1851.
The scarp walls were earthen with cedar
logs used for the face. The enlisted troop
barracks and powder magazine were made
of limestone, quarried from Kellys Island
on Lake Erie. The fortification was named
“Fort Wayne”, after General “Mad”
Anthony Wayne, a hero of the
Revolutionary War. Wayne later
commanded the U.S. forces at the Battle of
Fallen Timbers in 1794. His defeat of

England’s Native American allies caused
the British to withdraw from Detroit two
years later and it was his troops that raised
the first U.S. flag over Detroit.

Before the fort was completed and any
guns mounted, the U.S. and Great Britain
signed the Webster-Ashburton Peace
Treaty of 1842. The fort wouldn’t see any
troops until the outbreak of the Civil War
in 1861. The area served as a mustering
center for a number of Michigan volunteer
regiments during the next four years.
Many a Monroe soldier was siphoned
through its gates. A renewed life was
infused into the fort and it also became the
hub of the social scene. Between 1863
and 1867 the deteriorating wooden walls
were replaced with brick and concrete.
With the revisions completed, the army
considered Wayne a first-rate fort.

From its inception through WWII, the
fort primarily served as a garrison post for
infantry units. With the outbreak of
WWII, however, the fort’s purpose was
dramatically changed. It became a supply
base for motor vehicles, tooling & spare
parts. Once again it was instilled with new
life. The war brought further expansion to
the area principally in the form of
warehouses and rail transport. The fort
was also a P.O.W. camp, housing Italian
prisoners captured during the North
African Campaign.



Page 6

Photo courtesy of Dave Jamroz & Thom Berlucchi

From lft to rt (front row): Shawna Mazur-
museum staff; Dave Jamroz-Fort Wayne

historian, author; Chris Kull-museum archivist;
(back row):Tom Schulte-museum volunteer;

Chuck Estep-ISD

Throughout its history, the fort never
saw a single shot fired in its defense.
Instead from the Civil War through
Vietnam, Fort Wayne served as was one of
the largest induction centers in the
Midwest. Many of our Monroe veterans
remember the glory days of Fort Wayne.
After the Second World War the original
star fort was leased to the city of Detroit to
be used as a military museum.

Parts of the fort were transformed into
temporary shelters for many families
fleeing the Detroit Riots of 1967. In July
1979, the 1906 married officers’ quarters
became the Great Lakes Indian Museum.
The site was significant because it was
located next to the Fort Wayne Mound, a
large Indian burial mound dating to about
A.D. 750. Unfortunately the museum has
since closed. During the 1980’s a lot of
restoration work was done, including the
1898 Guard House and the Commander’s
Residence, which was restored to look as
it did in the 1880’s. In 1989 the National
Museum of the Tuskegee Airmen opened
in one of the noncommissioned officers
houses. Funding constraints forced the

city to close the fort in the early 1990’s. It
remained closed until 2001.

Today the fort is operated by the City
of Detroit’s Parks & Recreation
Department and is host to about 70,000
visitors each year including numerous
school groups, Boy Scout troops, social
organizations, etc…. Each spring, during
the fort’s annual Civil War days, the site is
transformed as period re-enactors gather
for drills, musters, battles, and displays of
civilian and military camp life of the
1860’s. In 2008 a Christmas program was
implemented demonstrating how the fort’s
garrison celebrated the holidays during
different historical periods at Christmas.
Complete with guided tours, period
refreshments, horse-drawn wagon rides,
cookies, hot cocoa, Santa Claus and a gift
shop featuring fort memorabilia, the event
has become a popular attraction.

Comprising 88 acres of land and 44
structures, the fort is still in a precarious
position. We must find ways to protect one
of Michigan’s foremost historic gems.
Through a number of grants, donations,
groups and countless volunteers, such as
the Fort Wayne Coalition and Friends of
Fort Wayne, there is hope. The Historic
Fort Wayne Coalition members gather
weekends at the fort to work on restoration
and preservation projects, and they are
always looking for more volunteers.

To learn more about Historic Fort
Wayne visit the Coalition’s website at
www.historicfortwaynecoalition.com. The
visitor’s page contains all the pertinent
information for you to plan your visit and
enjoy all the history the fort has to offer.
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Photo Courtesy of the Fort Wayne Coalition

Please Note: Thursday February 12, 2009,
at 7pm, The Monroe County Civil War
Roundtable will host author David Jamroz
at the Ellis Reference & Information
Center, 3700 S. Custer Rd, Monroe. Mr.
Jamroz will speak on “Fort Wayne’s West
Point Connection”. He is the co-author of
the book Detroit’s Historic Fort Wayne. He
is also a historian and West point graduate
with 32 years of military service. He has
spent countless hours researching Fort
Wayne’s history. Mr. Jamroz is also a
member of the Historic Fort Wayne
Coalition and actively involved in efforts to
preserve the fort.

Sources:
Conway, James & David Jamroz.
Detroit’s Historic Fort Wayne, Charleston:
Arcadia Publishing, 2007.

“Fort Wayne Under Siege”, The Detroit
News, November 15, 2008.

Phenix, William. “Never a Shot in Anger”,
Michigan History Magazine, May/June

www.historicfortwaynecoalition.com

Lantern Tours Wrap-Up
By Shawna Mazur

William Findley as Judge Augustus Woodward,
and Ken Howard as Colonel James McCloskey.

The annual Monroe County Historical
Museum Lantern Tours were held on
October 17, 18 & 24, 25 this past fall. The
theme was “Mischief, Mayhem &
Murder: A Legendary Night in 1808.”
Tickets were sold out well in advance. We
were incredibly lucky as the weather
actually cooperated. The first weekend
was beautiful, the second Friday it rained
all day, but cleared up just in time for the
re-enactors to arrive and the tours to start.


