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From the Director
By John Gibney

(L-R) Director John Gibney, Reenactor Ken Burghardt , Reenactor Xavier Allen

OF the PEOPLE, BY the PEOPLE, For the PEOPLE… This is one of the most famous phrases
from the greatest speech ever made. When Abraham Lincoln spoke these words at Gettysburg, he said
that he felt the speech would be “little remembered” but we all know the words today.

For me the words reflect what the Monroe County Historical Museums are all about. The PEOPLE OF
Monroe County were the ones who put together their meager funds to start this museum. They garnered
the attention OF the community leaders and the collection found a magnificent home. Here the stories
OF the courageous heroes OF our nation, as well as the lives OF the common people who make up the
backbone OF our rich community, are celebrated. And while our staff does a magnificent job OF
protecting and sharing the rich cultural heritage OF our county, our visitors come from all over the
country as well as the entire world. Yes, what the PEOPLE have done here is that great!

Our humble museum is indeed an ambassador to the world and our exceptional collections let visitors see
how much Monroe has contributed to Michigan and the world at large. This all came together BY the
hard work of the many PEOPLE who volunteered to help put together our buildings and maintain our
grounds. Old Frenchtown Days was a huge community effort BY the PEOPLE of Monroe who wanted
their heritage celebrated BY all. Our Lantern Tours are an incredible success because of the joint efforts
BY the many volunteers who give their time and expertise.

And all of this is FOR the PEOPLE of Monroe, Michigan, and the world. Despite having one of our
most successful years ever, reductions in our operating costs have cost us our professional curator and
assistant director. This, combined with the loss of funding FOR over half of our part time staff, will pose
major obstacles to our continued success and possibly even our survival. Despite having one of our most
successful years ever, in terms of both attendance and programs offered, we are often perceived as a non-
essential part of County Services.

But here are some facts FOR you to consider:
1. Our programs were enjoyed by over 25,000 visitors
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2. Our major programs like our Fife & Drum Muster and our non-sponsored Custer Weekend, each
brought in over $200,000* for the local community (*based on the formula provided by the Matrix
consulting firm hired by the Monroe County Board of Commissioners)

3. Our annual Lantern Tours had more volunteers than ever and were completely sold out despite
having recently doubled in price.

So despite our recent losses, we remain completely dedicated to the proposition that this museum is OF,
BY, and FOR the people. And hopefully, we will not perish from the county, the state, or the earth.

Gains & Losses
By Shawna Mazur

Due to the ongoing county
budget crisis, the close of the
year brought an end to the
position of the Assistant
Director. David Ingall filled
this position for 3 years and
unfortunately was laid off at
the end of December. The
loss of Dave’s talents will be
keenly felt throughout the
community. His boundless
enthusiasm for history and
his wealth of knowledge was
apparent in everything he did.

Through his numerous Power
Point presentations, talks,
tours, articles and interpretive
programs, he brought history

to life to countless
individuals. Dave will be
sorely missed and the
historical community has
suffered a tremendous loss.

On the bright side, the
museum was fortunate to
acquire two new eager
volunteers. Mitch Atkins
started volunteering for us in
the spring and has worked
tirelessly on whipping the
Trading Post grounds into
shape for our living history
events. He also participated
in many of our programs.

Michael Reed joined us in the
fall and helped Chris
organize archival materials,
as well as, helping out at the
front desk. He has also

participated in a number of
our programs.

THANK YOU Mitch and
Michael, your service to us
and the community has been
invaluable!

We were also fortunate to
procure Isaac Merman, Chris’
son, as a temporary employee
through a federal stimulus
grant. Isaac was able to help
us out for about 6 months.
Isaac has also volunteered for
the museum in the past and
plans to continue to do so.
THANK YOU Isaac!

From the Archives…
By Chris Kull, Archivist

February is Black History
Month and I plan to put
together an exhibit on the
Bromley Family of Monroe.
The exhibit will be on the
second floor of the museum.
Please stop by in February
and check it out.

Come one, come all to the
March 6, 2010 meeting of the
Genealogical Society of

Monroe County. The
meeting will be at 1:00 p.m.
in room 173 of the Audrey
M. Warrick Administration
Building. I will be giving a
slide presentation entitled
Noteworthy Women of
Monroe County. March is
Women’s History Month and
I put this program together
back when women
only had a history week in
March. Over the years I’ve
added new women to the
program, so even if you’ve
seen it, there may be
someone new to learn about.
I also want to put up an
exhibit highlighting the Civic

Improvement Society of
Monroe County for March.
This organization was made
up of individuals in the
community lead by a group
of civic-minded women.
Monroe’s earliest historic
markers were put up by this
group and were along Elm
Avenue and in Soldier’s &
Sailor’s Park on Front Street
on boulders. The Kentucky
Monument at Memorial Place
was financed by funds raised
by these ladies. Be sure to
look for this exhibit, it too
will be located on the second
floor of the museum.


