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From the Director
By John Gibney

As Mr. Dickens said, it has been “the
best of times and the worst of times’ for
the museums during the past few weeks.
On the plus side we are setting attendance
records for aimost all of our sites. On the
down side, our staff reductions have made
it very difficult to cover al of the
activities, and we lost one of our best

Lynn Reaume friends and champions of the Battlefield,
Pat Griem.

Battlefield:

Scott Lonsdale May started out with a bang with Ag

Newsletter: Day, followed by Fur Trade Day,

Shawna Mazur Battlefield Open House, Michigan Week,
' Civil Wa Remembrance Day at

Maintenance: Greenfield Village, and finishing with the
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1812 Military Muster at the Trading Post.
Our overdl attendance for the month was

amassive 6,552!

Closed Sundays Jan-April
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Our overall staggering success was
tempered by the loss of our long time
battlefield interpreter and dear friend, Pat
Griem. Pat was the first person to train me
a the Battlefield. 1 still remember her
showing me how to load and shoot a
Brown Bess. | didn't tell her that | had
been shooting black powder since | was
eleven. When she found out, she gave me
a nasty look and chalenged me to a
shooting match. Typical Pat! After that
we often chided each other over which of
us was the better shot. And that led to
teasing about just about everything else
imaginable. Sometimes we'd laugh until |
cried!

Director John Gibney with
Interpreter Pat Griem

Pat was the consummate living history
interpreter. She could explain everything
that she wore, every utensi| that she used,
and cook the most incredible meals while
she did it. She loved our October Lantern
Tours, and always badgered me over what
part she wanted me to have her play.

Two years ago she did an impromptu
talk for our first Virtual Field Trip that
stole the show. We will always cherish
that scenario with her sitting by the fire,
tending another one of her fabulous meals
and complaining about her husband
“Louie” who was out somewhere getting
drunk with the boys. The students who
watched her often asked me if she was
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really from the period! Pat would have
loved that!

Above al else, Pat loved the battlefield.
She often talked about the sacredness of
the place and how important it would be to
have the battlefield become a Nationa
Park. She would get outraged at rumors
that someone might turn parts of the fields
into condos, a needless gas station, or a
new money grubbing Wal-Mart. “People
died here!” she would say, “a Battlefield

should always be a battlefield”. That
dream cametrue...
Pat succumbed to a long and

courageous battle with cancer. Being a
survivor of the big bad “C” mysdlf, | was
often overwhelmed by her dedication and
determination to be involved with our
museum programs despite the ravages of
the dreadful disease. She came here many
times right after chemo treatments to
mentor staff and volunteers with her
knowledge of weaving, sewing, and lace
making. She never complained and she
always was arole moddl for usal. Weall
loved her, even if she was a better shot!

Pat Griem at one of favorite hobbies,
lace-making



Congressman Edwin Willits

By David Ingall

Edwin Willets was born on April 24,
1830 in Otto, Cattarangus County, New
York. At the age of six, he moved with
his parents to Washtenaw County,
Michigan where he attended public school.
He graduated from the University of
Michigan in 1855. He moved to Monroe,
Michigan in 1856 and studied law in the
office of Isaac P. Christiancy, the
prominent Michigan Supreme Court Chief
Justice and U.S. Senator. He married June
Ingersoll of Dundee and they had two
children.

He was editor of the Monroe
Commercial from 1856 to 1861. Edwin
was admitted to the bar in 1857 and was
elected prosecuting attorney of Monroe
County from 1860 to 1862 and was a
member of the state board of education
from 1860 to 1872.  He was appointed
Postmaster of Monroe by President
Lincoln in 1863 and served through 1866.
Edwin was member of the commission to
revise the State of Michigan constitution
in 1873. In a strong Democratic district,
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he was elected as a Republican and served
three terms in the U.S. House of
Representatives from Michigan, second
congressional district from 1877 to 1883.
He is remembered for pursuing vocationa
education for Native Americans.

In 1883 Congressman Edwin Willits
became the fifth principa (president) of
the State Norma School in Ypsilanti
(Eastern Michigan University). In 1885 he
became the president of the young
Michigan Agricultura College in East
Lansing (Michigan State University). In
both cases the schools prospered under his
leadership. He had a deep interest in
teaching and educational institutions and
also was a much sought after speaker at
events like G.A.R and regimenta
reunions.

In 1889 he accepted the appointment
of the first assistant secretary of
agriculture by President Benjamin
Harrison, under Jerry Rusk. He continued
in that position under Monroe's own J.
Sterling Morton in President Cleveland's
administration through 1894. He
continued to practice law in Washington
D.C. until his death there on October 22,
1896. He was brought back to Monroe
and buried in Woodland Cemetery.

Sour ces:

http://bioguide.congress.gov (Website for
Biographical Directory of the United States
Congress)

http://www.msu.edu/msuarhc/willits.htm
(Michigan State University Website)

Monroe County Historical Museum Archives

Wing, Talcott E. History of Monroe County
Michigan. New York: Munsell & Co
Publishers, 1890.



