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From the Director
By John Gibney

Michigan’s magnificent maples that
graciously provided so much fun for us
when we were making syrup in the Spring,
are now turning radiant shades of crimson
and orange. This can mean only one
thing; it is Fall and our busiest time of the
year is near.

We have another excellent group of
interpretive educational programs offered
for our visitors. The first weekend of
October will feature a full complement of
weekend programs for our popular
contributions to Custer Week. On
Saturday, October 3rd, we again will be
offering our popular Civil War Roundtable
discussions featuring nationally known
authorities sharing their love of history
with the public. On Sunday, October 4th

there will be an excellent program offered
by Donovin Sprague, the Educational
Director of the Crazy Horse Memorial in
South Dakota. Wear your kepis and capes
and join in the fun!

October also means Lantern Tour Time!
Make sure your front stuffers are cleaned
and the flints are in tight. Get your
favorite uniforms, coats, capes, caps,
capotes, and dresses ready. We are
spiffing up the Trading Post and cleaning
out the woods and paths for what sounds
like one of the best programs ever. We
have the scripts in place, the firewood is
all stacked and corded. We are working
daily on getting the Trading Post fixed for
our annual autumnal celebrations. Don’t
forget to bring a dish to pass!

Last newsletter issue we saluted one of our
family, Pat Greim, who passed away in the
Spring. Pat was always a hoot and a holler
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at Lantern Tours and this year will be
sadder without her face. Her spirit
however, will be in every story around the
fires and especially in every meal.

Pat Griem, Ralph Naveaux, Cathy Taylor

Sesquicentennial of the Civil War

The Museum is going to be on the
forefront of commemorating the
Sesquicentennial of the Civil War 2011-
2015 with lectures, programs and special
displays. Our first inaugural lecture will
be for the Monroe County Civil War
Roundtable and will take place on Thur.
Oct. 8th at the Ellis Reference &
Information Center, 3700 S. Custer Rd.,
Monroe at 7 p.m. I will be giving a lecture
on John Brown and the Insurrection at
Harpers Ferry! Join me and debate was
John Brown a Terrorist or a Freedom
Fighter?

Mike Yeck Says Hello!

It would be hard to find anyone more
important to the growth of living history,
and reenacting in the Great Lakes area
than Dundee’s Mike Yeck. Mike was the
father of blackpowder shooting for many
enthusiasts around here. He was a
champion of muzzle loading shooting and
having a rifle with a Yeck barrel is still a
hot commodity to target shooters.

Going to Mike’s shop was a major event
in my family and I can remember the long
anticipation between visits that was like
waiting for Christmas. Mike’s shop had
everything! There were Civil War kepis
and original muskets. Bullets, books, and
blackpowder were all over the place. I
first started going there while I was still in
grade school and kept going there for the
next thirty years. It was more like going
to a museum than a retail store.

Mike has always been a great supporter of
all of Monroe County’s museums and
many of the plaques around town bear his
name as a major donor. He is one of those
founders that we need to recognize every
once in a while to remind ourselves how
we got to be such a wonderful place.

Mike Yeck at the Navarre-Anderson
Trading Post

I took this picture of Mike this past Spring
when he was attending Fur Trade Day at
the Trading Post. It was a wonderfully
warm spring day and he modestly agreed
to point out his name on the Navarre-
Anderson Trading Post sign.

Mr. Yeck, thank you for all you have done
for our museums and for me personally!
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Cabela’s Military Muster

Monroe Museum’s Display outside of Cabela’s

We are very fortunate to have the
“World’s Foremost Outfitters”, better
known as Cabela’s, here in Monroe
County. They are great supporters of
history and education. Scott Salo and
John King from the Gun Department are
great friends of mine and they have helped
the museum staff with a number of
projects. So when Steve Zollars, Cabela’s
Events Coordinator, invited the museum to
do a demonstration at their store, I jumped
at the opportunity to demonstrate what we
do to preserve history and outdoor heritage
here in Monroe.

Reenactors demonstrating drilling at Cabela’s

Despite it being a very busy time of the
year for reenacting, we did manage to
muster a fair turn out and had a great time
firing off muskets in the shadows of the
famous giant grizzlies out in front of the
store. Scott Salo had mentioned that there
were a few cans of cannon powder laying
around that might be donated to the
Battlefield and with the okay from store
manager Joe Ross, we were more than
grateful to add it to our arsenal for the Fall
interpretive programming campaigns.

Would-be Reenactors at Cabela’s

Thank you to all the outfitters and
management who have helped us with our
projects in the past. We look forward to
working with friends at Cabela’s for future
outdoor heritage programs.

John Gibney, Scott Salo, Ralph Naveaux
Receiving donation of Black Powder from Scott

Salo on behalf of Cabela’s

Speaking of Custer Week
Programs…
By David Ingall

Announcing the Monroe County Historical
Museums programs in conjunction with
Custer Week 2009: We will be hosting
historical presentations on Saturday
October 3rd and Sunday October 4th, 2009.
Also participating both days at the
museum will be Sandy Barnard of Wake
Forest, North Carolina with his large
collection of Custer oriented books for
purchase, and Rick Berry from the
Michigan Toy Soldier Shop displaying and
selling Civil War and Indian War
miniatures.
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Saturday October 3rd programs at the
Museum:

1:00-2:00 p.m. “Custer Battlefield: Then
and Now”, by renowned Custer author
Sandy Barnard. Sandy will also be selling
and autographing his book, “Where Custer
Fell”.

2:30-4:30 p.m. The annual Southeast
Michigan Civil War Roundtable will
present various subjects concerning
General Custer.

4:30-5:00 p.m. The very entertaining
panel discussion on Custer related topics,
based on questions from the audience.

6:00-8:00 p.m. Dinner at the VFW Post,
1138 Jones Ave. in Monroe. After
dinner presentation by Steve Alexander as
General Custer on “Custer at Appomattox
Court House and the Surrender of the
Army of Northern Virginia.”
(Reservations required, $15 per person,
contact Dave Ingall at 734-240-7782).

Sunday October 4th programs at
the River Raisin Centre for the Arts, 114
S. Monroe St., Monroe (right next to the
museum)

1:00-3:00 p.m. Our head-lining program
will be“Hump & Crazy Horse at the Little
Bighorn and Major Events in Lakota
History” by Native American author and
Educational Director of the Crazy Horse
Memorial, Donovin Sprague.

Mr. Sprague will be visiting us from South
Dakota and is a descendant of Crazy Horse
and Hump. He has written four books on
Native American Reservations and will be
releasing his latest book, “Crazy Horse &
Hump”, by University of Oklahoma Press
next year. After the presentation, Donovin
will be taking questions and signing his
books for purchase.

Please join us for an enjoyable weekend of
interesting presentations and fun at the
Monroe County Historical Museum in
downtown Monroe at 126 South Monroe
Street.

For more information on the museum’s
programs or to make reservations for the
VFW Post dinner on Saturday, contact
Dave Ingall at the Monroe County
Historical Museum at 734-240-7782, or go
to www.co.monroe.mi.us/museum,
www.monroescuster2009.blog.com.

Speaking of Lantern Tours…
By Shawna Mazur

Mike Church, Ken Burghardt, Annette
Burghardt, Gerry Fogle


